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MEMORANDUM FORy ASSISTANT CHIEF, FOLITICAL & PSYCHOLOGICAL WAHFARE

SUBJECT: Comments on PSB De40; PSTCHOLOOICAL EXPLOITATION
© OF STALIN'S DEATH

1, The most serious eriticism to make is that a paper of tiis
sort tends to be cut-dsted by events. In this perticulsr case subssquent
svenls may invalidote some of the sssumptionms upon whieh the paper is
based, TFor exsrple, the present careful orchestration of Soviet “peace”
maneuvers raises scme question as to the asswusd "eondltion of nervovs-
ness following the sudden tranafer of power® (page 10, 5f (1)}(3).

2, By the sswe token, the explicit and implicit assumption under-
lying the entirs paper, to ihe effect thst ths United Stetes possesses
the initiative, tends to be vitiated by recent developments in Soviet
policy, It is technicslly trus, &s a White House spokesmen recently
stated, that the Soviet Union is now only reacting to proposals whieh
the United Ststes bas mude #i esrlier perioda, It is alsc true, however,
that ihe recent carefully coordinated set of Soviet responses creates
& wholly new situatlon at the present time, The authors of ihe paper
could not have been axpecied to foremee this development, much less to
prepere a general plan of uction designed to cope with it,

3, Apart from this major criticism, wiiech is not directed sgsinst
the authors of the paper, but merely underlinas the inherent limitations
of eny effort to forecast the futurs, it would be out of place to
eriticize ony particuler deteila, The gzenersl "strategie concept®
sppears to be fundemsntully sound, and the plan for "covert opearations®
is likewlse bLased on sound principles; specifically by smphesising
inducenent of defections and the souing of confusion ¢nd unceriainty in
the ranks of the Communlat pertles. This section is very properly
brief (scarcely over 1 pags) snd appropriztely limited merely to &
general statemsat of principles, The mueh longer section on “overi
information cperations”™ is not properly within the jurisdiction of this
offics to discuss, .
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